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From the desk of Chris Wilcox, Executive Director
• Australian wool prices bounce-back
• ‘Black Friday’ sales and US clothing retail
• Exports from the major producing and exporting countries
• Online training course on Emergency Animal Diseases now available
• WoolPoll 2018 results see reduction of the Wool levy to 1.5%
• Detailed report on the new Australian production forecast now available
• Applications open for Young Professionals Programme at IWTO 2019 Congress in Venice
• Upcoming industry events
US clothing retail sales growing strongly in lead-in to Autumn/Winter 2018
‘Black Friday’ sales are becoming a global phenomenon with Australian retailers embracing it this year
(both online and bricks & mortar retailers). ‘Black Friday’ is actually an US tradition since at least the early
1960s, being the day after Thanksgiving when retailers throw open their doors and offer large bargains to
entice shoppers and kick off the Christmas and holiday retail season. The Oxford English Dictionary says
that one reason it is called ‘Black Friday’ is because it is the first day of the year that the retailers go ‘into
the black’ (i.e. make a profit) after having been ‘in the red’ (i.e. making a loss) for the year up until that
day. Another reason given is that ‘Black Friday’ started out as a joking reference to how bad the traffic
would be on that day. Whatever the reason, it is an important day in the US calendar as an indicator for
retail sales in the Christmas and holiday retail season, which is a very important period for retailers. It is
also a very important retail period for the sale of wool clothing in the US. The indicators for retail sales of
clothing are positive this year. Retail sales of clothing in the US have risen strongly over the past 12 months
on the back of a strong US economy and high consumer confidence. While this growth doesn’t show retail
sales of wool clothing specifically, it does set the scene for a strong Christmas-New Year retail period which
will benefit the sale of wool clothing.
Further details, including a chart showing the trends in retail sales of clothing and of interior textiles in
the US are contained in this week’s edition of the Weekly Newsletter, available to NCWSBA members.
OTHER INDUSTRY EVENTS
The AWEX Annual General Meeting will be held in
Sydney on 30th November 2018.
The IWTO 2018 Roundtable will be held in Buenos
Aires on 3rd to 4th December 2018.
The IWTO 2019 Congress will be held in Venice on 9th
to 11th April 2019. Details at the website shown above.

WOOL SALES WEEK BEGINNING 26th NOV 2018 – week 22
(roster as at 22/11/2018)
Sydney
Wed, 28th Nov, Thurs, 29th Nov

9,239 bales

Melbourne
Wed, 28th Nov, Thurs, 29th Nov

19,441 bales

Fremantle
Wed, 28th Nov, Thurs, 29th Nov

7,767 bales
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