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13th April 2017 2017/13 

From the desk of Chris Wilcox, Executive Director 

• Australian wool market surges back 

• Australian Merino wool exports up, Crossbred wool exports down 

• Australian sheep and lamb turnoff down despite record prices 

• Australian Wool Industry Medal launched 

• Upcoming events 

 

Sample Article 

Australian value of fine wool exports hits record level in February 

The data on Australian wool exports for February from the Australian Bureau of Statistics shows that the 
volume of wool exports declined by 10% in February, but the value of exports lifted by 1% for the month 
compared with a year earlier. 

For the 2016/17 season to date, Australia’s wool exports were 6% higher by weight and 12% higher by 
value than for the same period in the 2015/16 season. The main reason for the increase in weight terms is 
a 13% increase in exports to China. 

In terms of exports by micron category, there is a clear split between the results for Merino wool (19 micron 
& finer and 20-23 micron) and Crossbred-type wool (24-27 micron and 28 micron & broader). The value of 
exports for both 19 micron & finer and 20-23 micron wool has lifted this season, led by a 27% increase in 
the value of exports of 20-23 micron wool. The value of exports of 20-23 micron wool is at the highest level 
since the 2006/07 season. Despite the 4% drop in the volume of exports of 19 micron & finer wool, the 
value of exports of this wool has increased by 6% and is at the highest ever recorded for the July to February 
period. In contrast to this strong lift in exports for Merino wool, the value of exports of 24-27 micron and 
28 micron & broader wool has fallen sharply this season – down by 28% and 43% respectively to the lowest 
level for the July to February period since the 2003/04 season. This reflects the parlous state of demand 
for this wool. 

Follow NCWSBA on Twitter - @woolbrokersaus 

 

Information in the Weekly Newsletter is intended to provide general information only and is not intended to constitute advice for a specific purpose. 

 

 
THE AUSTRALIAN WOOL AUCTION MARKET WILL BE IN 
RECESS FOR THE WEEK BEGINNING 17TH APRIL 2017. SALES 
WILL RESUME IN THE WEEK BEGINNING 24TH APRIL 2017. 
 

OTHER INDUSTRY EVENTS 
The IWTO 2017 Congress will be held in Harrogate, UK 
on 3rd to 5th May 2017. 
The NCWSBA Annual General Meeting will be held in 
Melbourne on 24th August, at the same time as Wool 
Week. 
The 2017 Nanjing Wool Market Conference will be held 
in Tongxiang, China on 17th to 18th September 2017. 
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